
The 
Yankees, 
who are 

one point 
behind 

are 
batting.

The next 
batter is 

Babe 
Ruth*!

Ruth!

The pitcher 
has two 
strikes 
against Babe 
and the next 
one will be 
the deciding 
pitch.

The 
pitcher 
wound 
up and 

…

...threw 
the 
ball! He 

hit 
it!

*Babe Ruth 1895 - 1948
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It’s 
going 
and 

going 
…

...and 
gone 
over 
the 

fence!

It’s a come-
from-behind 

homer!

Babe Ruth   
―A Promised 

Home Run

It would not be 
too much to say 
the most famous 
American 
baseball player 
in history is 
Babe Ruth.

�

�

⑩



3
In the 1920s he 
played so out-
standingly for 
the New York 
Yankees that he 
became a 
national hero.

He hit 714 home 
runs during his 
career.

His record 
stood for the 
next 39 years.

Outside the 
ballpark he 
inspired kids, 
and filled 
them with 
dreams and 
hopes.

One of the most 
well-known is 
“the promised 
home run.”
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*A
m

erican League: one of tw
o leagues that m

ake up M
ajor League Baseball in the U

nited States and C
anada

To 
me?

This man 
says he has 
something 

he needs to 
share with 

you.

My son 
Johnny is 

bed-ridden 
with a back 

disease.

Ruth was 
preparing in 
New York for 
the World 
Series* with 
Saint Louis 
Cardinals. The 
games were to 
start the 
following day.

In 1926, the 
Yankees won the 
championship in 
the American 
League*.

All of a sudden 
a total stranger 
made a phone 
call to him.

It was a call from a 
father of an 
11-year-old boy who 
was suffering from 
a malignant disease 
with no clear cause.

*W
orld Series: the annual cham

pionship series of N
orth A

m
erican-based M

ajor League Baseball, played betw
een the A

m
erican League 

cham
pion team

 and the N
ational League cham

pion.
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The doctor 
says he did 
all he could 

do.

My son’s 
only hope in 

life is listening 
to your 

performance 
on the radio.

He's a great 
fan of you. He 
has all the 
newspaper 
articles about 
you.

So would I 
ask you to 
send him a 
signed ball?

OK, then I'll 
visit him this 
afternoon.

He knew it 
wouldn’t 
come true, 
but just 
asked solely 
with a hope 
to cheer his 
son up.
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What?

What!!

But 
you’re going 

to have a 
series of 
important 

games from 
tomorrow 

on.

No 
problem

Hey, 
Johnny, 
how're 

you 
doing?

The father 
was surprised.

It would have taken three hours from 
New York to the hospital in New 
Jersey where his son was admitted.

Nevertheless 
Ruth came to 
visit his son as 
promised.
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R-Ruth!!

I thought 
you might 

need these 
when you’ll 

play 
baseball 
with your 
friends.

I’m hoping 
you’ll soon be 
able to stand 
on your feet.

The superstar 
with whom he 
had been 
familiar only by 
photos is now 
here to see him.

Since Johnny was not 
informed of anything, 
his surprise and joy 
was beyond description 
the moment Ruth 
opened the patient's 
room door.

What’s 
more, he 
gave him a 
bat, a glove 
and a ball 
as presents.
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Is there 

anything I 
can do for 

you?

... ...

I’d like you to 
hit a homer 
for me in the 
World Series 

game.

Sure. I will 
definitely 
launch a 

tape-measure 
shot for 

you.

㊸
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Now you 
should keep 
your chin up 
and don’t let 
the malady 

get the better 
of you. 

This is a 
promise.

... ...

㊼
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It’s 
going, 
going! 

And it’s 
gone!

He did 
it!

Ruth kept 
his promise. 
Now it’s my 

turn to 
overcome 

my disease.

The following 
day Ruth kept 
his promise with 
Johnny and 
smashed a home 
run into the 
right-field seats.

Johnny, who had 
listened to the 
radio, was filled 
with so much joy 
as to fly out of 
his skin.

Rays of hope 
started to shine 
in Johnny’s 
heart where 
only despair had 
dominated.
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Ruth had as 
many as four 
jacks during this 
World Series.

Every time the 
ball he hit flew 
into the seats and 
the cheer of the 
stadium reached 
Johnny through 
the radio, he 
became filled with 
strength.

In no time he 
was capable 
of walking 
on his own 
feet, and 
finally he 
could go to 
school.

Once his 
mindset turned 
positive as to 
say “Alright, up 
and at them!,” 
he showed rapid 
recovery which 
surprised the 
doctor.

He completely 
overcame his 
illness.
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Kind words and 
get-well wishes 
have power.

In addition to giving courage to 
people, they sometimes make a 
significant contribution as to 
save life.

The End

�

�

�Owing so much 
to Babe Ruth, 
Johnny report-
edly visited 
Ruth when  
Ruth was ill in 
bed during his 
later years.
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