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I have to 
hurry
I’m late

Oh, 
they’re 
just about 
to start.

Phew
I made it

What is Buddhism?
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Hey, you were 
stuffing down 
donuts again 
weren’t you?

No!  
Don’t be 
rude.

This is a place 
to learn about 
Buddhism.

OK, 
everyone 
be quiet.

Let’s learn 
about Bud-
dhism to-
gether.

④

⑤

⑥
⑦

⑧



3

I wonder 
if we’ll do 

Zen meditation 
like they do 
at a Temple.

     Like 
 when they hit
 you when you
 lose concentra-

This is a place 
to learn about 
life and 
have fun 
while study-

OK!  
I’ll do 
my best!

Ah.., 
what exactly 

is 
“Buddhism”?

What, 
Daisuke, 
you
 know?

We won’t 
do such 
a thing.

This isn’t 
a place for 
ascetic 
training.

What!? 
You don’t 
even know 
that!?

tion?

ing.
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OK, what is 
“Buddhism” 
then?
Tell me.

Well, it’s 
that...it’s 
something 
that teaches 
us how to 
live better.

Hmm...
where did 
you hear 
that?

Mmmhhh... 
What other 
things do you 
think of when 
you hear “Bud-
dhism”?

Uh, 
Umm...

Don’t 
Buddhist 
priests 
appear for 
TV and 
newspaper 
advice 
column?

Buddhism has 
priests that help you 
resolve various wor-
ries and give you 
advice on how to 
live, right?

You 
know...
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　I think it has
  something to do 
with when people die, 
like funerals and me-
morial services.

Maybe it’s training 
the mind through 
Zen meditation and 
ascetic practices so 
that no matter what 
happens, we can 
become strong.

I guess 
  it’s showing 
gratitude to-
wards life and 
living together 
 in peace.

  I wonder if 
it’s contribut-
ing to society 
in terms of 
world peace

Well, 
that’s 
vague

Like you all 
mentioned, 
it is said to 
be many 
things.

What does 
Buddhism 
teach?

    What
 is the 
purpose 
of Bud-
dhism?

First of all, 
we must 
learn 
about the 
meaning 
of ‘Bud-
dha’.

Buddha?
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When do 
you hear the 
word “Bud-
dha”?

You say it 
to some-
one un-
ruly

At funerals 
for example, 
someone who 
has died is 
called
   a Buddha.

This morning, 
that old man 
became a Bud-
dha.

Huuhhh…is 
that so?  I didn’t 
know that. I’ve 
never been to 
a funeral

I am the brother 
of the Buddha.  
Please forgive 
my lateness in 
saying so.

He died 
peacefully so 
he had a face 
like Buddha.

I know.

Just 
ignore 
him.

Don’t worry 
about it.  
It’s nothing.

Huh?
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It’s not just at 
funerals.  It’s
   also on the
   TV.

OK, find 
out who 
this Bud-
dha is.

I will ar-
rest you 
murderer!

What!?  
You like 
history 
dramas?

Now the 
Budddha 
(victim) can 
be at ease

Call me a 
history buff.

Hhhmmm.  
Anyway, a Bud-
dha is someone 
who has died.

Sir, he’s 
dead.

Many Japanese 
loosely refer to 
the deceased as a 
“Buddha”.

But is that really 
correct?

Buddha
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If a Buddha is 
someone who has 
died, then is Bud-
dhism the teaching 
of the dead?

That’s 
strange.

That’s 
right

The dead can-
not teach so we 
cannot say, 
“Buddha = The 
Dead”

“Buddhism” is 
the ‘teaching 
of a Buddha’, 
‘what was 
taught by a 
Buddha.’

Then what 
on earth is 
“a Buddha”?

This is 
very im-
portant

A buddha is 
someone who 
has attained 
the highest 
level of en-
lightenment.

64
Enlighten-
ment?

65 I’m enlight-
ened.  I’ve 
attained a 
state of noth-
ingness.

66

Look, 
I’m 
float-
ing.

You’re 
jumping

The dead

A Buddha

Around the 
beginning of 
spring, we see 
such people. 
don’t we?
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67
In short, it is 
taught that there 
are 52 levels of 
enlightenment, 
from low levels 
to high levels.

68

This is called 
the “52nd 
level of en-
lightenment”.

69

There are ranking
 in Sumo (wrestling) 
from the lowest level 
Fundoshi-katsugi to 
the highest levels of 
Ozeki and Yokozu-
na.

70
Yaa.. I’ll run 
towards the goal 
of Yokozuna.

71

Don’t 
play 
a fixed 
game.

52Enlightenment 
of a Buddha

52 Levels of 
Enlightenment

72

Similarly, 
from bottom to 
top, there are 52 
levels of enlight-
enment each with 
its own name. 

73

  Of the 52, the
 highest level of 
enlightenment is 
called “enlighten-
ment of a Bud-
dha”.
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There’s 
nothing 
above it 
so it’s 
supreme. 

There’s no 
enlightenment 
above this so 
it’s also called 
“supreme en-
lightenment”

    By the way, of 
these levels of en-
lightenment, even 
just one level dif-
ferent is like the 
difference between    
  humans and
  insects.

Can you teach a 
cat or dog, or a fly 
or a cockroach to 
use a computer?

Huh!
OK, pooch.  
Firstly, this 
is the Key-
board. 

Just how long 
will it take to 
be able to press 
the switch…

Even though 
you want to teach 
them, they just 
don’t understand 
the words.  It’s
  impossible.

And then 
they run 
away.
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The knowl-
edge of a hu-
man and that 
of an insect 
are completely 
different.

Then what 
about attain-
ing the 10th or 
20th levels…

Is one 
level  that 
different?

Hmm…Do 
you know  
Daruma?

You mean  
Daruma that 
appears dur-
ing elections?

Yes.

He was born 
in India and emi-
grated to China 
in his late years 
and founded the 
Zen Buddhism.

Daruma doll 
was an actual 
person.

elected!
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It’s said that it 
was so severe 
that his hands 
and feet rotted 
and fell off.

He spent 9 
years fac-
ing a wall 
while con-
tinuing to 
do Zen 

Huhh-
hhhh!

So, that’s 
why Daru-
ma has no 
hands or 
feet.

I can’t even 
endure 10 
minutes of 
seiza

You can’t 
even take 
class seri-
ously, let 

alone ascetic 
practices.

I wonder if 
his eyes hurt 
from staring 
so much.

Ascetic train-
ing is about 
facing the 
workings of 
your mind.

You have 
to be strict 

with yourself. 
If he went that 
far, then just 

how far did he 
attain   

enlighten-
ment?

Huh!
It’s said 
around the 
30th level.
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Mmm...
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That 
was his 
answer

Only the Go-
hondeshi rank 
which is below 
the 10th level

     On his death-
bed, Tendai, the 
founder of the 

Tendai sect was 
asked by his dis-

ciples what level of 
enlightenment he

 had attained.

You can understand 
then just how dif-
ficult it is to attain 
the 52nd level, the 
enlightenment of a 
Buddha.

    Even some-
one who 

founded a sect 
couldn’t attain 

the 10th
            level.

It’s really 
hard.

That’s right.  It’
s strange to say 
that anyone 
can become a 
Buddha when 
they die.

But what ex-
actly is at-
tained through 
enlighten-
ment?

Ahh, that’s 
an impor-
tant ques-
tion
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I’m en-
lightened

Huh!

I know even if I 
confess my love 
to her, she will 
never go out 
with me. I know 
this for a fact

Maybe 
he’s already 
given up.

Is it be-
cause she 
already has 
a boy-
friend?

What is 
“enlight-
enment” 
according 
to Bud-
dhism?

I’ll explain 
that next 
time.

Ah-
hhh!!!


